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abstract idea of him formed by generalization from his
appearances in the past. Thus the science of man is forced
to abstract certain aspects of human nature and to consider
them apart from the concrete reality ; or rather it falls into
a number of sciences, each of which considers a single part
of man's complex organism, it may be the physical, the
intellectual, the moral, or the social side of his being ; and
the general conclusions which it draws will present a more or
less incomplete picture of man as a whole, because the lines
which compose it are necessarily but a few picked out of a
multitude.
In the present treatise Dr. Malinowski is mainly con-
cerned with what at first sight might seem a purely economic
activity of the Trobriand Islanders ; but, with his usual
width of outlook and fineness of perception, he is careful to
point out that the curious circulation of valuables which
takes place between the inhabitants of the Trobriand and
other islands, while it is accompanied by ordinary trade, is
by no means itself a purely commercial transaction ; he shows
that it is not based on a simple calculation of utility, of
profit and loss, but that it satisfies emotional and aesthetic
needs of a higher order than the mere gratification of animal
wants. This leads Dr. Malinowski to pass some severe
strictures on the conception of the Primitive Economic Man
as a kind of bogey who, it appears, still haunts economic
text-books and even extends his blighting influence to the
minds of certain anthropologists. Rigged out in cast-off
garments of Mr. Jeremy Bentham and Mr. Gradgrind, this
horrible phantom is apparently actuated by no other motive
than that of filthy lucre, which he pursues relentlessly, on
Spencerian principles, along the line of least resistance. If
such a dismal fiction is really regarded by serious inquirers
as having any counterpart in savage society, and not simply
as a useful abstraction, Dr. Malinowski's account of the
Kula in this book should help to lay the phantom by the
heels ; for he proves that the trade in useful objects which
forms part of the Kula system is in the minds of the natives
entirely subordinate in importance to the exchange of other
objects which serve no utilitarian purpose whatever. In its
combination of commercial enterprise, social organization,